INTRODUCTION
The evolution of adipocyte size during development of main types of fat deposits in the organism is interesting from a physiological point of view, because it permits investigations on the changes of their metabolic activities as related to cell size evolution (SMITH, 197 1 ) , (VEZINHET and NOUGuÈs, 1973) and helps in defining the growth pattern and changes in cell characteristics of adipocyte populations of each fat deposit.
On the other hand, it is important on the animal husbandry point of view because the distribution and mass of these deposits are important factors in carcass quality evaluation (VE ZINH ET and P R UD ' H O N , 1975 ; PRUD'xoN et al., Ig7o where : si is the surface of the i!h class o < 2 < Io v i is the volume of the i th class /i is the number of cells in the i!h class n is the total number of cells measured. There are some differences between species in the cellular characteristics of fat deposits. Thus, for the two superficial deposits studied in rabbit, there is no large variation in adipocyte size at 300 days of age, while in man there is large variability in subcutaneous adipocyte size, in relation to the anatomical location of the deposits in which they are found (B J uRUr,x, 1959 ; SA!.n:!s et al., 1971 ) . In growing rabbit, mean adipocyte volumes of deep adipose tissues are higher than in superficial adipose tissues. The opposite is observed in the child (BROOK, 1971 ) and young pig (HOOD, ig 7 2), where the perirenal deposit presents smaller adipocytes than the subcutaneous deposit.
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